
PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSE PRACTIONERS

Dr .  Apr i l  Kapu i s  the Pres ident  of  the Amer ican Assoc iat ion  of  Nurse
Pract i t ioners .  She has  30 years  of  exper ience in  heal th  care  and 18
years  as  an acute care nurse  pract i t ioner .  Dr .  Kapu has  commit ted her
career  to  advancing NP care and increas ing access  to  NP care across  a l l
set t ings .  Cur rent l y ,  she i s  Assoc iate  Dean for  Cl in ica l  and Communi ty
Par tnersh ips ,  Vanderb i l t  Un ivers i t y  School  of  nurs ing ,  wi th  overs ight  for
severa l  nurse- led communi ty  pract ices .  Dr .  Kapu i s  a  Professor  of
Nurs ing and teaches  in  Vanderb i l t ’ s  Doctor  of  Nurs ing Pract ice (DNP)
program.  Pr io r  to  her  ro le  as  dean,  she served as  assoc iate  ch ief  nurs ing
off icer  for  advanced pract ice nurs ing ,  Vanderb i l t  Un ivers i t y  Medica l
Center .  There  she led as  a  heal th  sys tem nurs ing execut ive ,  es tab l i sh ing
innovat ive ,  h igh qual i t y ,  and va lue dr i ven advanced pract ice heal thcare
serv ices .  Dr .  Kapu i s  f requent l y  consu l ted for  her  expert i se  in  advanced
pract ice leadersh ip  and the deve lopment  of  heal th  sys tem advanced
pract ice inf rast ructure .  She has  presented in  many nat iona l  and
internat iona l  forums ,  has  authored chapters  in  advanced pract ice
nurs ing textbooks  and publ i shed manuscr ipts  in  numerous  peer  rev iewed
nurs ing and medica l  journa ls .   She ho lds  severa l  profess iona l  ro les
inc lud ing Fe l low for  the Soc iety  of  Cr i t ica l  Care Medic ine ,  Fe l low for
the Amer ican Assoc iat ion  of  Nurse  Pract i t ioners  and Fe l low for  the
Amer ican Academy of  Nurs ing.  P r io r  to  be ing e lected as  pres ident  for
AANP,  Dr .  Kapu served as  Region 4 D i rector  and TN State
Representat i ve .  She i s  an  act i ve  member  of  the Tennessee Nurses
Assoc iat ion ,  served as  past  chai r  for  the TN Government  Affa i r s
Commit tee and TN APRN Commit tee ,  and she represented TN NPs  on the
TN Governor ’ s  spec ia l  commiss ion  focused on pain  and addict ion
t reatment  educat ion .  Dr .  Kapu has  rece ived severa l  awards  inc lud ing
Vanderb i l t ’ s  “T ransformat iona l  Nurse  Leader  of  the Year” ,  Tennessee
Hospi ta l  Assoc iat ion ’ s  “Nurse  of  Cl in ica l  D is t inct ion”  and nat iona l l y ,
Modern  Heal thcare ’ s  “2022 50 Most  In f luent ia l  C l in ica l  Execut ives” .   Dr .
Kapu ho lds  both  a  master ’ s  and doctora l  degree in  nurs ing f rom
Vanderb i l t  Un ivers i t y  School  of  Nurs ing.  
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