
PRESIDENT AND CHAIR OF THE  AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PAs

Jenn i fer  M.  Orozco,  DMSc,  PA-C,  DFAAPA i s  pres ident  and chai r  of  the
Amer ican Academy of  PAs .  P rev ious ly ,  she served two terms on AAPA’s  Board
of  D i rectors  as  D i rector-at-Large f rom 2017-2021  and four  terms as  a
delegate in  AAPA’s  House of  De legates ,  represent ing the I l l i no is  Academy of
PAs .  She a lso  served three years  on AAPA’s  Commiss ion  on Government
Re lat ions  and Pract ice Advancement  (GRPA) .  In  addi t ion  to  her  serv ice in  the
House of  De legates ,  her  leadersh ip  career  a l so  extends  to  mul t ip le
const i tuent  organ izat ions ,  where she served in  mul t ip le  leadersh ip  ro les ,
inc lud ing pres ident  of  the I l l i no is  chapter  and a member  of  the PA,
Admin is t rators ,  Managers ,  and Superv i sors  (PAAMS)  Specia l  In terest  Group.  

Much of  Orozco ’s  career  has  been dedicated to  both  the c l in ica l  and
academic leadersh ip  teams at  Rush  Un ivers i t y  System for  Heal th  in  Chicago,
I l l i no is .  Cur rent l y ,  she i s  the d i rector  of  advanced pract ice prov iders  across
the hosp i ta l  sys tem and cont inues  to  pract ice vascu lar  surgery .  In  addi t ion ,
Orozco i s  a  member  of  Rush  Un ivers i t y ’ s  facu l ty  and an ass i s tant  professor  in
the Department  of  PA Stud ies .  

Orozco i s  a  s t rong advocate for  hea l th  equ i ty  and improv ing pat ient ’ s  access
to  care th rough the advancement  of  the PA profess ion  and a champion of
advocacy ef for ts  on  both  the s tate  and federa l  leve ls .  In  addi t ion  to  her  work
wi th  GRPA,  she served as  leg is lat i ve  chai r  of  the I l l i no is  Academy of  PAs ,  as
a nat iona l- leve l  adv isor  on  the advanced pract ice prov ider  workforce ,  and
f requent ly  lectures  to  PA,  nurs ing ,  and phys ic ian audiences  on cur rent
leg is lat i ve  in i t iat i ves  impact ing the medica l  team.   

Orozco earned a Bachelor  of  Sc ience in  exerc ise  phys io logy  f rom Univers i t y
of  I l l i no i s  at  Chicago,  a  Master  of  Medica l  Sc ience in  PA Stud ies  f rom
Midwestern  Un ivers i t y ,  and her  Doctor  of  Medica l  Sc ience (DMSc)  f rom
Southern  I l l i no is  Un ivers i t y  in  Carbondale ,  I l l i no i s .  When not  work ing to
advance the profess ion  on behal f  of  pat ients ,  Orozco spends  most  of  her
f ree t ime outdoors  cyc l ing and t rave l ing wi th  her  th ree ch i ld ren ,  Maddux ,
Mat ias ,  and Be l ic ia ,  in  Bar t let t ,  I l l i no i s .
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